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Samuel Becker

Detailed biography

Samuel Becker is a young, London-based composer who is making a name writing highly effective music across all genres. His work has been described as both ‘dramatic’ and ‘highly visual’, receiving an enthusiastic reception from audiences and performers alike.

Youth…
Born in 1973, Samuel grew up in Northamptonshire. It was here that he learnt the clarinet and saxophone and at the age of 13 became a member of the Northamptonshire Music School. He went on to perform with the County Youth Orchestra, the Clarinet Choir, the Saxophone Quartet and the Big Band. In addition he performed with the Concert Band, multiple award winners at many festivals and competitions, playing principal clarinet in his last year. He was also invited to play with the Northampton Symphony Orchestra as well as in ad hoc concerts with other ensembles. 
As you can imagine, there wasn’t a lot of time left for anything else! However he had already began his lifelong love-affair with composition, having several pieces performed including his first oboe concerto and vocal music.  

University…

He then went on to read music at Goldsmiths College, University of London - studying composition with internationally respected composers Diana Burrell, Tim Ewers and Edward Gregson (now Principal of the Royal Northern College of Music).  He wrote constantly and had many pieces performed by friends and college groups. He also had some performances by groups outside college and, in his second year, he received his first commission. 

He also explored other areas of interest including aesthetics, music history, ethnomusicology and Russian music.

He studied clarinet with Ruth McDowell (BBC Symphony Orchestra) and he performed in a variety of groups, including Goldsmiths Sinfonia, the College Choir, Contemporary Music Ensemble, Goldsmiths Singers and Players, the Stage Musical Society, the Recorder Consort and the Kalina Choir (specialising in Russian folk and Church music). 

Also while at College Samuel acted as a member of the Concerts Committee 1993-1995, became the Orchestral Manager from 1994-1995. He was elected President of the Music Society and appointed Librarian/Committee member of the Kalina Choir from 1994-1996. 

Samuel also developed his conducting and became much sought after as an interpreter of other composers’ works. He was the founder and conductor of the Goldsmiths Symphonic Wind Orchestra and conducted the Goldsmiths Chamber Orchestra. He assisted various Conductors at Goldsmith’s and regularly rehearsed both the College Orchestra and the Contemporary Music Ensemble. In 1994 he studied conducting under the highly respected American wind band conductor, Rodney Winther. 

Since graduating in 1995, Samuel has been busy not only as a composer but also as a conductor, performer and teacher. See below for information on all these musical activities. 

Composing…

Samuel’s work covers a wide variety of genres from pieces for solo instruments, chamber and choral groups, to large-scale pieces for orchestra. His work has been widely performed and there is a growing interest in his music. Many musicians are recognising Samuel’s effective writing for instruments/voices and the dramatic and emotionally satisfying quality of his music, and are seeking new works to add to their repertoire. 

Samuel has had a particular interest in, and affinity for, the wind ensemble for a number of years. His involvement in this world has led to many commissions. The most personally satisfying of these was a request from his old youth band in Northampton to create a new piece for a gala concert at the Derngate Theatre, Northampton in 2001. The result was the large-scale tone poem The Fall Of Lucifer. Some of Samuel’s wind band pieces are published by Bandleader Publications. 
Nearly all of Samuel’s pieces have been created in response to specific commissions. Possibly the most unusual was a piece for violin/piano duo premiered ‘somewhere near Barbados’ as part of the QE2 Millennium cruise. Other commissions have come from individual performers, youth bands and orchestras, musical organisations, charities and other types of ensemble. Samuel enjoys building relationships with specific performers, and many ensembles and individual musicians have given repeat performances and commissioned further pieces from Samuel following an initial project. 

In 2002 Samuel was asked to take on a very special challenge – the arrangement of missing movements from Prokofiev’s ballet Trapeze. Following this, Samuel was commissioned to orchestrate the missing trio section from Prokofiev’s Wind Band March, Op. 69 No. 3 and in 2005 his expertise in this area was further recognised when he was asked to orchestrate the ‘missing’ interlude from Prokofiev’s ballet Le Pas d’Acier. 

In recent years interest in Samuel’s work has continued to grow, with more overseas performances, radio broadcasts and musicians looking to commission works. For more information on specific works, you can get details on the works page on Samuel’s website, www.samuelbecker.net

What The Papers Say…

“…a ballet score for string and woodwind quintet neaver heard complete since the mid 1920’s: garrulously contrapuntal, nostalgic and spike, always fascinating.” Geoff Brown, The Times

“…a highly articulate composer…Becker delivers the goods to his players and audience…”  

Guy Woolfenden, Winds Magazine

“Samuel Becker is a name to look out for.” Grisell Davies, Newbury Gazette

“…ethereal quality…an eloquent,  melancholy work…” Roy Atterbury, Kentish Times
Other musical activities since graduating…

Since 1995, after graduating, Samuel has continued to perform, conduct and teach.

He conducted various groups at Goldsmiths just after graduating, including a one-off concert of contemporary music. Since then he has also taken on coaching and conducting for many youth, college and amateur orchestras and specialises in wind section coaching.

From1998 Samuel acted for a few years as Assistant Conductor for Bromley Symphony Orchestra, rehearsing them in many major Twentieth Century Orchestral works by composers such as Mahler, Holst, Stravinsky and Richard Strauss.

Samuel has continued to perform in various groups on an ad hoc basis: ranging from small contemporary groups to full orchestras. These have included Cantium Winds (Cantium Winds CD recorded 1995) and appearing as a regular player with the Bromley Symphony Orchestra and the Osiris Ensemble. In 2000 he played for the Awkward Silence, a puppet theatre production of Stravinsky’s The Soldier’s Tale at the Southwark Playhouse and Battersea Arts Centre, London. In recent years he has enjoyed participating in recordings and music videos for the composer and director Benjamin Till. 

In addition to this activity he has been constantly active as a teacher. From 1996 to 2004 Samuel was a licensed clarinet/saxophone teacher for Bromley Youth Music Trust. From 1997 to 2005 he taught clarinet, saxophone and advanced theory on Saturdays at the Emerald Music School in Purley.

Since 2004 he has been a music tutor for the Lewisham Music Service; teaching clarinet, saxophone and directing the Clarinet Ensemble. From 2005 he has been Key Tutor for Woodwind for the Borough. 


Samuel also sat on the National Committee for the British Association of Symphonic Bands and Wind Ensembles as well as the editorial board of Winds (an international journal for Wind Ensembles) for about ten years, up until 2005.

For all the latest news and information, go to www. samuelbecker. net

